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Summary 
An early detection survey for Starry Stonewort (Nitellopsis obtusa) was conducted on Clearwater Lake in 
Wright County on April 8, 2017, by AIS Consulting Services, LLC.  The search consisted of timed searches 
at 5 boat launches on the lake.  No Starry Stonewort was found.  While Starry Stonewort has the potential to 
have some growth remain throughout the winter, the plant is typically most abundant by early fall.  We    
recommend an additional early detection survey be conducted in late summer or early fall.  More details and 
tracks from the survey can be found in the results section of this report. 
 

Methods 
Search zones were created in GIS around the five main boat launches on Clearwater Lake (Figure 1). At 
each search zone, we meandered through the zone with the boat, throwing a double-headed rake 1 to 2     
meters and dragging it back to the boat.  Vegetation throughout the area was sampled, and all vegetation  
collected on the rake was identified, and examined for any presence of Starry Stonewort. Additionally,     
visual inspection of submerged plants also occurred with the use of polarized sunglasses.  Each search was 
timed, and recorded on a data sheet along with the various plant species found. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
            
 
         
 
 
 
 
        
 
       Figure 1. Early Detection Search Zones 
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Results 

Bay Club Access 
Time Searched:  25 minutes 
Aquatic Plant Species Found:  Coontail, Curlyleaf Pondweed and filamentous algae. 
 
No Starry Stonewort was found around this access area.  Figure 2 shows the tracks from the survey.  
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        Figure 2.  Survey tracks at the Bay Club Access 
 
 



BJ’s Access 
Time Searched: 40 minutes 
Aquatic Plant Species Found: Chara, Elodea, Coontail 
 
No Starry Stonewort found, however, this area has abundant native Chara and is highly vegetated.  Figure 3 
shows the tracks from this survey. 
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      Figure 3.  Survey tracks at BJ’s Access 
 
 
 



Black Lake Access 
Time Searched:  15 minutes 
Aquatic Plant Species Found:  Curlyleaf Pondweed, Eurasian Watermilfoil, Large Leaf Pondweed and 
Coontail 
 
No Starry Stonewort was found around this access area.  Figure 4 shows the tracks from the survey.  
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       Figure 4.  Survey tracks at the Black Lake Access 



Montgomery Avenue Access 
Time Searched: 15 minutes 
Aquatic Plant Species Found: Chara 
 
No Starry Stonewort found, however, this area has abundant native Chara.  Figure 5 shows the tracks from 
this survey. 
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        Figure 5. Survey tracks at the Montgomery Avenue Access 
 
                           



Hwy 24 Access 
Time Searched:  15 minutes 
Aquatic Plant Species Found:  Curlyleaf Pondweed, Coontails, Zebra mussels attached to aquatic      
vegetation. 
 
No Starry Stonewort was found around this access area.  Figure 6 shows the tracks from the survey.  
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      Figure 6.  Survey tracks at the Hwy 24 Access 
 
 
 




